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CATEGORY 1 2 3 4

Basic Facts On a timed test, can 

only recall a few basic 

subtraction facts to 18

On a timed test, can 

recall some basic 

subtraction facts to 18

On a timed test, can 

recall most subtraction 

facts to 18

On a timed test, can 

recall all the basic 

subtraction facts to 18 

with time left over

2-Digit Numbers Even with blocks, 

cannot yet subtract 2 

digit numbers. Needs 

more time, instruction 

and practise to develop 

this skill.

Can subtract 2 digit 

numbers, with and 

without blocks, but not 

when borrowing is 

needed.

Can subtract 2 digit 

numbers, with and 

without blocks, 

including numbers 

requiring borrowing 

with only a few 

mistakes.

Can accurately subtract 

2 digit numbers, with 

and without blocks, 

including numbers that 

require borrowing

3-Digit Numbers Even with blocks, 

cannot yet subtract 3 

digit numbers. Needs 

more time, instruction 

and practise to develop 

this skill.

Can subtract 3 digit 

numbers, with and 

without blocks, but not 

when trading is needed.

Can subtract 3 digit 

numbers, with and 

without blocks, 

including numbers 

requiring trading with 

only a few mistakes.

Can accurately subtract 

3 digit numbers, with 

and without blocks, 

including numbers that 

require trading.

Problem Solving Is not yet able to solve 

word problems 

requiring subtractition 

of 2 and 3 digit 

numbers.Needs more 

time, instruction and 

practise to develop this 

skill.

With some support, 

solves word problems 

requiring subtractition 

of 2 and 3 digit 

numbers.

With only occasional 

minimal support, solves 

word problems 

requiring subtractition 

of 2 and 3 digit 

numbers.

Quickly and accurately 

solves word problems 

requiring subtractition 

of 2 and 3 digit 

numbers.
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